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Monette makes call for BlackBerry review

JON WILLING
City Hall Bureau

Qrleans Coun. Bob Manette
wants the city's auditor gen-
eral to look into bureaucrats’
use of city-issued mobile
devices like BlackBerrys and
cellphones.

Monette is asking for coun-
cillors” support to have a full
audit. The motion is expected
to come before city council at
next weelk's meeting.

“How are we using these

tools we have and is there a
better way to be using them?”
Monelte said.

The audit would account for

all the mobile devices doled
out hy the city and how much
it’s costing to run the data and
cell services.

Monette said he's curious to
know il there are any stallers
who have BlackBerrys or cell-
phones and don't necessarily
necd them for their jobs.

“It's not a motion to come
down on anybody’s usage,”

Monette said.

The motion says hav-
ing appropriate controls on
the allocation and use ol the
devices is “important to good
financial and resource man-
agement.”

An audit of cellphones and

BlackBerrys could look at data
transfers through text mes-
sages, e-mails and mobile wely
browsers, in addition to the
airtime used for phone calls.
Monette said the auditor
general has looked at com-

puter usage, so it's natural to
examine how other commu-
nication tools are being used.
The councillor also wants
to get a sense of who's provid-
ing cell and data service to the
city and if there are ways to
improve the delivery.
According to the motion,
the auditor general has indi-
cated there are enough funds
to perform the audit this year.

The audit wouldn’t affect the
2010 budget.
The motion comes as city

council prepares to debate the
2010 budget later this month.

Questions about BlackBerry
distribution came up during
discussion of the police serv-
ices board’s proposed 2010
budget. The force is asking for
an extra $91,900 for cellphone
airtime this year. Police board
members heard more staff ser-
geants have requested Black-
Berrys because of the number
of meetings they attend.
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