Province hands over cheque to City of Ottawa for river

£33 million of 577 million to be used for cleaning of river, remainder for other infrastructure and social

maide good on their fund-
ing promise 1o help with
Ottewa's sewage problems
lase Wednesday morning at
Petrie Island.

On November 12th, O1-
tawa-Orléans Liberal MPP
Phil MeNeely along with Jim

Watson, minister of munici-
pal affairs and housing and
MPP for Ottawa West-Nepe-
an handed a cheque of 377
millicn to Ottawa

Mayor
Larry O’Brien and City of

Ot e

533 million of that money
will be used towards start-
ing the process of resolving
the city’s sewage concerns,
which torals In a $100 mil-
lion imvestment from  all

three kevels of government.
"The city shouldn't be
along an this and they ane

pleased that it is going 1o be
done.”

with the maoney, the city
can move forward with sev-
eral of its initiatives to help
with Ottaws's sowage ©ys-

ARG

tem that will eliminate 100%
of accidental spills and G0F%
of planned spills into the

Ontawa River, said Ward 19

— Cumberland City Council-
lor Rob Jellet.

OUr SEWeT system.”

An unreported sewage
spill in August of 2006 result-
ed in 960,000 cubic metres
of raw sewage to be dumped
into the Chitawa River.

Petrie Island was closed
for 45 days due to massive
spikes of E. coli bacteria.
The reason for Petries di-

up '«
el

sastrous 2006 swimming
season was discovered at
an early sammer tour of the
Robert 0, Pickford Environ-
mental Centre initiated by
Orléans City Councillor Bob
Monette. ;

A gate in Ottawa’s sewage
system was left open after
hesvy rainfalls which result-

— Please see CLEANUP on page 3
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