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LRT would double employment along roadway

DEREK PUDDICOMBE
Oty Hall Boreau

A ity repart says Otiawa’s
transit plan will dramaticalby
transform Carling Ave. — bug
don't expeect any hig changes
for more than rwo decades.

Alter much review and pub-
lic consultation over recent
weeks on the ciry's bong-range
transit plam, city staff are
s s il ir v nslay
Carling as the rouve of the sec-
amndary east-west iransit cor-
ridor. Hut constructon won't
begin until at beast 2018, when
the main rapid transit line is
projected 1o be completed.

Crnoe built, the Carling line
will be a stimulus for mam-
moth redevelopment along
ane of the busiest streets in

the city. Based on the staff
report, by 2051 employment
would grow by 1O to 67, 500
jobs and population woeuld
jump 140% to 66,650 people,
all within 600 metres of the
worridor.

In the prﬂgmﬁl. the trains
worhd tranved the median
of Carling and connect to the
east-west LIT line at Lincokn
Fields Seation and the north-
avaih LET o al Coarllng S4a-
thoa.

The service along Caring
“will provide a local transit
gervice Hnking communities
and employment centres with
easy o use on-off service” the
reprrt says. " This route will
complement the rapld transit
service that is proposed in the
western corridor connecting

Lincoln Fields Stadon to the
Dominion Station.”

Clty staff have concluded
that Carling shouldn't be
included with the main rapid
transit line because it *woald
hetter serve the community
if used as the location of an
easl- wiekl transit corrider (o
supplement the main rapid
ransit metwork.”

Parkway link proposed

The city is proposing using
e Drtawa Tver Parkway as
its western link to the city's
rapid transit network bt is
still waiting for approval from
the Naticnal Capical Comimds-
siamn, which owres the lansl -

A consultant hired by the
city confirmed Carling should
not be part of the primary
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transit line beciuse there are
mare than 30 intersections
along the sireet, which wouled
slonw the train dmemn.

Building a tuniel 1o Bay-
view from Lincoln Fields to
avold the Intersections is
anticipated o cost #5635 mils
lion.

"If at-grade service was
selected along Carling, it
wiould take 13 minutes longer
during the peak period along
Carling Ave. versus the wesi-
ern corridor from Lincoln
Fields Station v Bayview Sia-

vimy” siys iln: i, “Ern emleli-
tiomn, there would be service
TerEpests ¥ b of I

tant destinations, inchading
tourist destinations within
Lebretnn Flats and Tunney's
Paspure/Holland Cross, Oiia-
wia's second largest emplay-
ment centre oulside of the
o,

Capital Coun. Clive Doaeet

and Kitchissippi Coun. Chris-
tine Leadman want LRT o
start dlown Carling as tn;n s
possible, not p mone than &
decade.

Doucet doesn’t buy the
city’s argument Carling should
be a secondary corridar and
is working with a local con-
sultant and logal developer
Urbandale fo come up with
a design he sald will adapi to
the city's visbon of a rapid tran-
sit lime, Dipascer sald a Carling
line could conpect with Light

ratil running aloig Preston 51
thien Hok e Bayview Lol

passing throwgh & downtowe
TIEMEL

“The parkway won't serve
peaple,” he said. “This is not
a solution. We don't have 20

years oo walr” =
Doucet will unveil his tran-
sit plan Mow, 17.
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