COMMUNITY NEWS

La Cité eyes land

for new campus

I Peter Kovessy

La Cité collégiale plans to build a new $18.1 mil-

construction trades in Orléans in time for the
2010-2011 academnic year.

Officials from the Francophone college are
asking the city to donate a 17-acre plot of land
off Trim Road, between Highway 174 and North
Service Road, for the project, called a ‘Centre of
Specialization in the Construction Trades’ The
' land, in proximity of the Trim Road Transitway
Park and Ride, is valued at $1-million, b

"We want a highly visible place to show the
high-tech components of our training,” said Serge
Brousseau, La Cité’s vice-president of student and
administrative services, in a presentation to the
city’s business advisory committee last week.

jobs of the future,” he added. .
Preliminary plans for the campus call for a
40,000-sq. ft. main building, as well as two
model homes for students to train. A storage
' ‘banger’is also included in the plans for the first
phase, bringing the total to 63,000 sq. ft.
~ _ The expansion would allow the college to
increase the number of construction trade pro-
grams it offers from seven to 18 and increase the
number of apprentices from 358 to 700 by 2012,
according to Broussear’s presentation,
There will be approximately 1,000 students on
the campus on any given day, including those
 enrolled in apprenticeship, post-secondary, contin-
uing education and contract training i
Brousseau said approximately 30 per cent of

La Cité’s students come from Quebec, but many

decide to stay in Ottawa after they graduate.

. "Ourgoalisto build a workforce for Ottawa,"
he said, estimating Eastern Ontario will require
an additional 7,000 workers in the construction
trade sectors by 2015. _ -

In addition to helping address the looming
labour shortage in the skilled trades sectors, city
officials see the projeet as an opportunity to give
- Ottawa's east end an economic boost.

~ "Thiswill drive employment in the east and will
stimulate growth m and around that area ... Thisis
also about bringing jobs to Orléans,” said fan Duff

Ottawa's manager of economic development.
Contiues on page 11
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