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Ward 1 Orléans city coun-
cillor Bob Monette said he
is confident that at the Ot-
tawa Police Services board
meeting on January 28, the
decision for Ottawa to have
auxiliary police officers will
pass unanimously.

If approved, the two-year
pilot project will see Ottawa
have 15 auxiliary police of-
ficers, a first in the national
capital region.

Auxiliary officers have
proved successful across
North America, and the ini-
tiative will focus on more
on the community side of
policing.

They will also assist in
special events and parades,
and help, not replace, Ot-
tawa police officers. Auxil-
jary officers don't have the
power to make arrests.

“These officers can be the
eyes and ears of the com-
munity,” said Coun. Mon-
ette. “It's humungous what
they can do.”

Monette has been push-

ing the concept at city hall
and having auxiliary officers
was a big part of his plat-
form back in 2005. ,

“l identified that there
was need for this in our com-
munities,” added Monette,
who also sits on the police
board. “I had made auxiliary
policing a campaign pledge,
but there was no support for
it at the time.”

Monette now has the
support of current Otta-
wa Chief of Police Vernon
White, and Ottawa Mayor
Larry O'Brien.

‘ouncillor hopes board accepts
need for auxiliary officers

“l am very proud to be a
part of something like this,”
said Coun. Monette. “I never

took no for an answer.”

The cost for training and
uniforms for each auxiliary
officer is roughly $1 000.

Monette said that this is
a start of an important part
of keeping communities
across the city safer.

“When we evaluate this
in two years, | know it will be
successful,” he continued. “I
am confident we will double
the number of auxiliary of-
ficers in two years."
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