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Local residents voice their budget
concerns at the public consultation

Y AN HALL
BB e L

A series of pulbilie oon-
sultatbons regarding  the
City of Ottawa’s 2008 bud-
gt made s way 1o the Or-
|&arys area on November 20
th.

Bast  emd coundl-
lars Bob Mongiie, Rainer
Hlewss, Rk lelles and Mi-
chel Bellemare. alnng with
cily mannger Kend Kirkpsi-
1wk, city Ereasurer bMarian
i P

g
¥ Erdan,  lalened inten
& bocal mesbdents  pos
guestions and raised Gan-
cerns o relation fo the
city's dimction a1 the Or-
léams Theatre at 255 Cen-
trigm Boalevard.

(' Briem, standing az the:
podivm  addressing  the
crowd, said during discizs-
siors and  deliberations
inviving the city’s badges,
conflicts amd  arguments
il arise .

Ednwever, 1he umber of
Wleas woubd pesill in jrodi-

tve owicomes, &nd he &
coflEent all invoived will
come together for the good
of DHrawa

"l e facing signil-
icant financial pressares,”
be sakd. *This is probably
il girgle, st Impotant
time of thie year, whene we
1ry bo balance the scaly of
incmeoging tiooes and the
decrease uf sprvices, Theoe
will he arguments and com-
fictz, and ont of conflict
comes truth, Your council
il nﬂ:y s.m.ifwllim#v the

!'h-u hmhﬂ alfers e
possible scenarios when it
COMES 0o bﬂhnl:ln,g a tax
increrse with service re-
ductivns,

o The  Ottawa  Police
callidd Foe & 1.4 Increase o
balance its budge, a 3.4
risg wnuld require new
TEVEQUES OF BErVices 10 be
ot hy 525 milldon, o zero
percent hike would see &
combingd 534 million in
user feps and dervice re-
duoections.

For o cax frecze. sav-

el focilittes and sarvices
wonlel be cut of closed for
gond across the ciny in-
cludivg several in che east
ond.

Aaong them are the
Blackchurn Hambed hraidh
of e Omrwa Poblic Li-
brary, which ig eng af 10
lihenrles across the city on
the chopping hlodc the
Fallingbrook and  Qiseen-
swond Heights Community
enmires: the ellmination of
outdour pink grants to oth-

e mmrnum::.- agsnciations
“mms e rOL R, e

uﬂuu:!'ngml:b sude garhage
phek up. which happens
sy T weekis
i w;: urhnimaously
.lgmﬂd L] o TErO preccent
wigyT wonh the risk of
Insing important sarvices.
“I wauld rather gve up
zera iF it meam keeping
oar lsheary and other ser-
vices,” s=uid Lanra Canjac,
a resldent of Blackburn
Hamlet.
Susan. Flemming, a
Comberland resident, il
i was frusceaing 10 have

ta go through the same
saliaatinm 1t conk place in
2004,

*1 Feil mamipalabed
ngnin,” she said angrily, *1
can't (ol you Bow annoyed
1 am 1 be back heee”

[ntsee e cillor Hainer
Bloess amd  Beacos-Hill
Cyrville . counciflor  Mi-
chele Bollemare said they
cxpect @ A4 pec et i
tax increases, whiles Carm-
herland  councitlor  Rob
Jedien and Drlfans coancl-

lar Boh Manstie said chey
byt Biy GOm0 Clowe 0 xerd

a5 pagsible.

*f wasnt £lected wocut
services,” eaid  eouncil-
bor Bloess, who's  wand
inclades  the  Blackbwern
Hamlet bramch.

Jeltes andd Moneiie both
said ey waren't surprised
with what residents had 1o
34y

*The message was loud
and clearn” said Coun, [&l-
oL “Theme nre services
that we need do mainlain,
ancl if thae means a g in
crease. so beit.”
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Orléans e-Learning Centre open
house showcases the new services

musichens i the gzea,

nitles

edge cenire will give our

better and guicker access high speed Intermet acedss,




